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Europe 2020 

Europe 2020 is the EU's growth strategy for the coming decade. The 
strategy means  countries working together to achieve a smart 
economy and a society based on strong European values. 
 

It concerns the sustainable growth of a green economy and 
     environmental protection  

 
It promotes the creation of employment in general and in rural areas 
 
It promotes smart growth based on knowledge and innovation 

 



           The HENGE Project Aims 

The Henge Project supports and reinforces these values. 
 

It engenders cooperation by sharing experience and knowledge learnt, 
transferring  best practices in rural diversification, from Spain and the UK to 
the innovation importing countries. 

 

It focuses on rural communities, encouraging the sustainable use of natural 
and cultural heritage to create new types of employment and diversify. 

 

It supports vocational training  by providing access to training for 
       those who have no formal qualifications and face socio-economic 
       disadvantages 
 

It fosters European values and a sense of identity. 
 



The target group 

It is directed at people with little or no 
business experience and little formal 
education 
 

   Young  people 
 

   Women 
 

   Older people  
 

   The disadvantaged 
 

The project facilitates access to basic 
knowledge through self learning  



Opportunities in Rural Areas  

People in the rural environment have a tendency to underestimate the 
resources around them 

 
They think there are no opportunities available to them 

 

The HENGE programme shows the type of resources and opportunities 
they could consider to create self employment  

 



The Transnational Partnership 

The partnership brought together 
organizations across Europe 

 
Partners from Scotland, Northern 
Ireland, Spain, Lithuania, Bulgaria, 
Romania and Turkey took an active role 
in all aspects of the project. Each one 
was assigned tasks and responsibilities 
according to their expertise. 
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What is Henge? 

A training course which provides rural dwellers with the necessary skills to 

assess their natural and heritage resources and boosts their prospects of 

employment.  It gives them useful and practical ideas on how to make use 

of the resources available both on their personal property and in their 

areas. 
 

HENGE shows the basics of starting up a small rural business: planning, 

finance, funding, legal requirements, marketing. 
 

HENGE fosters green practices and emphasizes the importance of family 

and community  
 

HENGE helps to identify the long term viability of a business idea. (Longer 

term sustainability) 
 

The training course is available online or computer-based, in English, 

Spanish, Romanian, Bulgarian, Lithuanian and Turkish.  



Sustainability 

What impact has HENGE had in the 4 innovation importing countries since it 
finished just 12 months ago? 
 

In Romania HENGE is being used in ESF courses in rural areas in Transylvania.  
 
Henge has enriched the curricula of existing training courses on 
entrepreneurship, including the study cases from different countries  
 
In Bistrita Nasaud County there is an increased awareness of potential 
opportunities in rural areas  due to several HENGE initiatives  organized with 
different stakeholders, mainly local administration and the public employment 
service.  



Sustainability 

What impact has HENGE had in the 4 innovation importing countries since it 
finished just 12 months ago? 
 

In Bulgaria the course has been implemented successfully by 4 VET centres 
in the Sofia district. 

 
3 out of the learners who took the course have introduced elements of 
HENGE in their self-employed small companies. (Herb Picking, Organic 
farming, Environmental guest house)  
 
In the forthcoming school year another 8  VET centres are offering the 
HENGE course on their timetable  

 



Sustainability 

What impact has HENGE had in the 4  innovation importing countries since it 
finished just 12 months ago? 
 

In Lithuania the HENGE online learning material was used in seminars in the 
Alytus region. 125 people from 11 rural communities who were interested in 
starting a rural business took part in the seminars. 

 
Attending events such as seminars provides an ideal opportunity to enhance 
fruitful contacts. This is essentially a process of networking with all relevant 
stakeholders. 

 



Sustainability 

What impact has HENGE had in the 4 innovation importing countries since it 
finished just 12 months ago? 
 

In Turkey the Tarsus Public Education Centre organized an entrepreneurship 
training course using HENGE  
 
The HENGE material was used as a module in the 2 entrepreneurship courses 
organized by the Tarsus Chamber of Commerce  

 
 



Choose your language 

Click on E-learning 



Before you begin 

Read the instructions 

Go to the course 
content 

Help with Navigation 
and Exercises 





The Course Structure 

8 modules each one with 3 units  







Romanian Case Study 



Correct 

Wrong 







 
The course is usable by individuals with an Internet 
connection working on their own 
 
There is a CD version available in English, Spanish, 
Romanian, Bulgarian, Lithuanian or Turkish for people who 
don't have a good Internet connection. 
 
The course comes with a tutor manual to support trainers 
who may want to use the course for  blended learning 

 

 



 

www.henge-rural.eu  
 
 

Please take a moment to enjoy HENGE 
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 Thank you for your attention 
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